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S INAME

HISTORIC

Grayson County Courthouse
AND/OR COMMON

@LOCATION NE corner of U. 9. Routes 21/221 and 58 (Main Street)

STREET & NUMEBER in the town of Independence.
__NOT FOR PUBUCATION
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Independence — VICINITY OF Ninth {William C. .Wampler)
STATE o CODE COUNTY CODE
Virginia 51 Grayson 077

EJCLASSIFICATION

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
—DISTRICT X rusuc X occurien __AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM
X BUILDING(S) —PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED —COMMERCIAL —PAHK
—_STRUCTURE - —BOTH —WORKINPROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL __PRIVATE RESIDENCE
—SITE PUBLIC ACQLIISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT _REUGIOUS
—OBJECT —_IN PROCESS .. YE5 RESTRICTED _KGOVERNMENT — SCIENTIFIC

—BEING CONSIDERED Xves UNRESTRICTED — INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION
—NO _MILITARY —OTHER

TJOWNER OF PRGPERTY

NAME

County of Grayson, c/o Chairman, Grayson County Board of Supervisors
STREET & MUMBER

CITY, TOWN STATE
_ Independence ___ vicinity OF Virginia 24348
LZ]ILOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE.

OF DEEDS, ETC
REGISTRY Grayson County Courthouse

STREET & MUMEBER

CITY. TOWN STATE
Independence Virginia 24368

{-]REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE

Hi.;toric American Buildings Survey

DATE

LFEDERAL __STATE _COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR .
surverRecorns  Library of Congress

CITY. TOWN _ STATE
Washington, D.C.
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CONDITION T i CHECK OME CHECK ONE

__EXCELLENT —__DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X oRiginaL SITE
__GOGD " _RUINS K ALTERED __MOVED DATE
KralR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (iF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Grayson County Courthouse at Independence is a square, two-and~a-half-story
brick structure built in 1908 by E. L. Robbins from the designs of Frank P,
Milburn and Company, architects. All of the facades of the hip~roofed structure
except the northern one are marked by central pavilions. That on the south
front is suggested by the central Flemish gable and is emphasized by the two
chimneys flanking the gable and by the heavy corbeled brackets supporting the
terminl of the cornice, which breaks at either side of the gable. There is an
entrance door sheltered by an unremarkable porch with square brick piers and
topped by a wrought-iron balustrade. The second-floor wall is pierced by
double label-molded, round-headed windows, while segmental-headed windows flank
the pavilion,

' The east and west facades have more prominent, slightly projecting pavilions with

brick corner quoins above the belt course and more elaborate Flemish gables.

The latter are composed of more elements than the south gable and have triple
round~headed windows in them rather than the small circular louvre Found in the
south gable. Like the latter, however, they are flanked by two tall chimneys
and are emphasized by a break in the cornice on either side of the chimnays. The
east and west facades are alike in that both have four round-headed windows in
the second floor of the pavilion with a single round-headed window to either side
of the projection and both have a segmental-headed window to either side on the
first floor. However, there is an entrance in the west facade, sheltered by

a porch similar to that on the South, while the east side is weakly treated with
two segmental-arched windows in the pavilion. '

The north front is unornamented, but has a projecting open porch with an enclosed
porch chamber above it. . : '

The corners of the building are marked by octagonal towers with octagonal, conical

roofs. These towers are varied in their fenestration but are visually united with

the main block by the encircling water table, belt course, and cornice. The south-
west tower was once another stage higher and accommodated a clock, but it was
reduced to the height of the other towers in the 1920s. In the same tower is

a marble tablet recording the date of the erection of the building and the names
of the architect and the contractor. : '

The plan of the courthouse is a simple one. A passage runs north-south through
the center of the building and intersects with another passage entering from the
west front. The rest of the first floor is divided into small offices; spiral
metal stairs ascend in the southwest and southeast towers. A large courtroom
occupies most of the second floor.

There is no significant interior decoration in the building, and apparently there
never was any. The interior walls of the first-floor corridors are now treated

with rough-cast stucco.

Noteworthy appurtenances include the Confederate monument, the twentieth-century

cannon, and the reproduced stocks on the south lawn, as well as the original wrought=-
iron fence,with its hollow, square newels,which encircles the square, '
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SIGNIFICANCE

" 'PERIOD
—PREHISTORIC
—1400-1499
—1500-1599
—.1600-18699
—1700-1799
—1800-1899

X 1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
~-LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

—ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC
— ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC
_AGRICULTURE

X ARCHITECTURE

_ART

. COMMERCE
__COMMUNICATIONS

—COMMUNITY PLANNING
—_CONSERVATION
—ECONOMICS
~—~EDUCATION
—-ENGINEERING ,
—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT
—INDUSTRY

—_INVENTION

AW

—LITERATURE
—MILITARY

—MUSIC

—PHILOSOPHY

&PO LITICS/GOVERNMENT

~RELIGION
-~SCIENCE
—SCULPTURE

— SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN

—THEATER
—TRANSPORTATION
—OTHER {SPECIFY)

SPECIFIC DATES

1908

Frank P. Milburn & Co - Axchitects
BUILDER/ARCHITECT E. L. Robbins

Builder

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Grayson County Courthouse, a prominent landmark in the center of the town

of Independence, is the third courthouse to serve the county
The large, architecturally eclectic, brick building

stand in Independence. )
stands as a reminder of the brief boom period at the turn of the century which
allowed many mountain counties to erect new courthouses, and which signaled the
beginning of the end of that region's isolation from the outside world.

and the second to

Grayson County was set off from Wythe Countj in 1792, and tradition claims that
the first sessions of the county court were held in William Bournme's barn. In

1794 the first county courthouse was built at 0ld Town. After Carroll County
was set off from Grayson in 1842, the latter's county seat was moved to the more
centrally located town of Independence, and a brick courthouse was built there

in 1850.

In 1905 the 1850 structure was condemned and the county solicited bids for a new
structure. A year later the architectural contract was awarded to the firm of
Frank P. Milburn and Company of Washington, D. C., and the construction contract
went to P. Q. Shrake of Marion, Virginia. For unknown reasons the work was not
done by Shrake but was finally completed in 1908, at a cost of about $25,000, by
E. L. Robbins of Grassy Creek, Virginia, whose name appears on the plaque on the

-southwest tower.

D, MTP
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Miles,. Pat, "Grayson Citizeﬁs Oppose Changing of Courthouse ' Galax Gazette,
April 16, 1970.
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